
 

The Utah Dept. of Trans-
p o r t a t i o n  ( U D O T ) 
received stimulus funds 
for several road projects.  
Fortunately, $400,000 of 
t h e  f u n d i n g  w a s 
designated for wildlife 
protection.  The Dept. 
proposed to install 
fencing along a 4-mile 
stretch of I-80 from the 
East Canyon (Mt. Dell) 
exit to the Lamb’s 
Canyon exit.  Thanks to 
our involvement in the 
Task Force, we were 
asked for recommenda-
tions for the project.  
WPS provided recom-
mendations on the 

location and extent of the 
project, the need for escape 
ramps for the animals on 
the exit ramps, and the 
need for wildlife crossing 
provisions under the 
freeway at the bridges 
associated with each exit.   
The UDOT project 
e n g i n e e r  e x p r e s s e d 
appreciation for our input 
and said it would be part of 
the plan. 

After a lengthy bidding 
process, a contractor was 
selected and the work has 
begun.  So far, the fencing 
is being erected on both 
sides of I-80 starting from 
the East Canyon exit.  

Escape ramps have been 
incorporated for the West 
bound exit ramp and the 
East bound on ramp.  It 
appears that work on the 
wildlife underpasses will 
be one of the later 
activities.  However, pro-
visions for a wildlife 
walkway under the bridges 
was put in place during an 
earlier project.  The 
projects should help to 
significantly reduce the 
animal-vehicle collisions 
in a stretch of highway 
that had one of the highest 
vehicle kill rates in the 
State. 
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The Utah Division of 
Wildlife Resources 
(DWR), in coordination 
with the Utah Department 
of Transportation 
(UDOT), along with Utah 
State University research-
ers, have been putting 
cameras in place and col-
lecting information on 
wildlife crossing activity 

under bridges and over-
passes on the highways at 
points of high vehicle-
animal collision rates, and 
where there is potential for 
UDOT to install migration 
measures in coming pro-
jects.  There are plans to 
put more cameras in ser-
vice to record animal 
crossing activity where the 

wildlife fencing is being 
placed along I-80, to better 
understand what types of 
structures deer, elk, and 
moose will use. The infor-
mation will be used to ver-
ify the need for improved 
crossing opportunities and 
conditions and to shape the 

(Continued on Page 2)     
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2009 FALL ISSUE 

SAVE THE DATE!   
December 10, 2009 

Watch our next newsletter for details 
about a special PCFS event!  
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driving home at dusk are most at risk of a 
collision. 

School zones are marked with flashing 
lights and crossing signs to alert drivers 
that children are present, 
and to remind them to slow 
down.  Thanks to an effort 
led by the WPS Task 
Force, flashing lights will 
be installed on animal 
warning signs in high-

impact areas to remind drivers that the 
migratory season has begun. 

 

The change in the weather is a sign of 
many things that happen around us: shorter 
days, kids in school, cooler temperatures 
and animals on the move. 

October through January are the peak 
times for migrating wildlife.  After the 
mating season, herds move to winter 
ranges.  They use the same routes year 
after year, and travel in groups, frequently 
around the pre-dawn hours or at dusk.  
Early morning commuters and those 

Task Force Members: 
Municipality of Park City: 
   Matt  Twombly 
   Spencer Lace 
   Thomas Eddington 
Summit County: 
   Ashley Koehler 
Wasatch County: 
   Mike Henke 
Snyderville Basin Special Rec.: 
   Bonnie Park 
State of Utah, DNR: 
   Dave Swenson 
   Scott Root 
   Ashley Green 
State of Utah, UDOT: 
   Kelli Bacon 
Mountain Trails Foundation: 
   Carol Potter 
Consultant: Terry Parkin 
WPS: Judy Perry (Chairman) 
   Brenda Koehler 
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Camera Update 
Recently, representatives from 
UDOT and the DWR met with 
Patricia Cramer of Utah State 
University and Jackie and Tim 
Fehr of the Wildlife Protection 
Society to install a camera 
which will monitor the move-
ment of wildlife near an I-80 
underpass. 

Park City has taken the initiative to install wildlife warning signs on some local streets 
which are not under UDOT control. 

WPS Task Force member, Matt Twombly, lead the initiative for the approval of the installa-
tion of wildlife warning signs in two areas with high numbers of large animal crossings: Meadows 
Drive eastbound over the rise going toward the Last Sun from SR 224, and westbound going to-
ward 224 just past the trailhead parking area, and Royal Street toward Silver Lake Village, and 
from Silver Lake Village toward Deer Valley Drive. 

Many locals know to drive very slowly through these areas from dusk to dawn, but the signs 
will help warn others of the potential danger. 

 Dave Swenson, DNR Officer for the Park City area and a member of the Task Force worked 
with Judy Perry of WPS to help determine the two areas that most needed the signs.  Matt 
Twombly took the recommendation to Captain Phil Kirk and other members of Park City to ap-
prove the cost and installation of the signs, and Sayre Brennan of Park City implemented the in-
stallation. Park City is also cooperating with the installation of additional wildlife warning signs 
in areas where most needed. 
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Wildlife Protection Society, Task Force Chairman 
Executive Board Member 

nature of the wildlife crossing provisions 
in future construction projects. 

The Wildlife Protection Society has been 
invited to participate in the placement of 
the cameras and evaluation of the data 
collected by the DWR team.   It is prob-
able that we will be able to make recom-
mendations to UDOT on the design of 
wildlife crossings in future UDOT bridge 
and road construction projects. 
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This summer WPS Board members and 
volunteers  were  busy as bees.  

   In May, our President, Jackie Fehr,  
attended the Western Governors’ 
Association Wildlife Committee 
meeting in Denver. They were working 
to agree on text and focus for the 
Western Governors Conference to be 
held in June in Park City, Utah.  

Jackie Fehr and Judy Perry of WPS 
participated in a WGA Committee 
meeting held at Deer Valley on June 
14.  Thanks to the hard work of 
everyone involved, a “Memorandum of 
Understanding” was drafted and was 
signed in June by the Western 
Governors’ Association, and 
Secretaries of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Dept. of Energy, and Dept. 
of the Interior.  This historic agreement 
between state and federal agencies will 
allow them to work together to protect 
wildlife corridors and other crucial 
habitats essential to the survival of 
animals like pronghorn, caribou, mule 
deer and elk. 

   On June 6th , National Trails Day,  
representatives from numerous 
organizations including WPS,  Summit 
Land Conservancy, Mountain Trails 
Foundation, P.C. Open Lands, 
(BOSAC and COSAC) and Snyderville 
Basin Special Recreation joined to call 
attention to the open lands that have 
been acquired in and around Park City.  
Students from Oakley School and 

volunteers from several organizations 
worked all morning removing barbed 
wire in Round Valley. Removing these 
fences helps the animals as well as 
hikers and bikers get around the area 
safely.  Martha Gorton was instrumen-
tal in arranging the day. She has 
determined we have much more to do 
in that area.  In the afternoon, Jackie 
Fehr also led a hike up into the aspen 
grove near the Olympic Park venues to 
educate the public about the open land 
adjacent to UOP.   

On June 13, we joined in the 
celebration of Park City’s Birthday, 
and marched in the Rotary Club parade 
down Main Street. It was fun for our 
volunteers who walked down the street 
wearing costumes. 

WPS participated in the Swaner 
Eco-Festival on June 27.  Brenda 
Koehler and Sharon Lilley handed out 
brochures and assisted children with 
painting wildlife figures. 

We marched again in the 4th of July 
parade in Park City.  The crowds were 
unbelievable!  Tina Smith coordinated 
the volunteers who represented WPS, 
while Bob Sneed, dressed in a bear 
costume, led the group on his 
motorcycle.  Thanks also to Doug 
Koehler who was a crowd favorite, 
wearing a “party animal” costume. 

On July 18th WPS supported 
Friends of Animals at their “Bark in the 
Park” event.  It was a very hot day, but 

Jackie and Tracker enjoyed seeing the 
other dogs and meeting visitors. 

When KPCW had their fundraiser on 
July 25, WPS volunteers were on hand, 
answering phone calls and gathering 
pledges for KPCW. 

WPS also manned a booth at Silly 
Sunday on August 30.  Thanks to  Jackie, 
Martha, Sharon and Laura, who helped 
out at the event. 

Tim and Jackie Fehr hosted a BBQ  
for WPS volunteers on Sept. 6th to thank 
them for giving so much of their time 
this year.   

The Miner’s Day celebration was 
held on Sept. 7th and WPS volunteers 
(Jackie, Tim, Tina and Bob) walked in 
the parade and worked  in our booth. 

The annual Watershed Festival was 
held September 26 at Rock Cliff Nature 
Center.  Jackie Fehr and Bob Sneed 
attended the event on behalf of WPS. 

October has been a busy month, too.  
WPS organized another effort to remove 
more barbed wire in Round Valley on 
October 3, and Jackie attended the 
Blessing of the Animals at Shepherd of 
the Mountain Lutheran Church on 
October 4.  Photos of these events are 
shown on page 4 of this newsletter. 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Chandler, Cameron and Kaitlin Bauer enjoy painting 
wildlife figures at the Swaner Eco-Festival on June 27. 

WPS volunteers Martha 
Gorton and Sue Coe help 
out at KPCW’s fundraiser. 

Patty Cramer, Tim Fehr, Sandra Golden & dog Kya look 
on as Tember Donnell and Lupi Cramer paint animal 
figurines with Jackie Fehr. 
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The Wildlife Protection Society 
conducted a series of educational events 
during Wildlife Week, August 11-15.  
The first event was a planning and 
educational session for the Volunteers 
that were to be involved in the 
subsequent activities of Wildlife Week.  
We provided details on the events of the 
week and discussed the roles and 
responsibilities for the Volunteers at each 
event.  The first event for the public was 
a reception hosted by Images of Nature 
(they donated the facility and led part of 
the educational session).  The key item of 
discussion was the presence of cougar in 
our area and how to handle accidental 
encounters with the animals.  Scott Root 
of the Division of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR) provided a short lecture and led 
the discussion with active support from 
Dave Swenson, also of the DWR.  A 
short film on Cougar Country was shown 
to add to the discussion.  The lecture 
helped the attendees to understand the 
habitat and behavior of the cougar and to 
lessen concern for their presence in the 
area. 

The second event was a film showing of 
“Division Street” at the Jim Santy 
Auditorium (the Park City Film Series 
donated the facility, provided the 
projectionist,  and operated their 
concession stands).  The film did a great 
job of portraying wildlife habitat and the 
impact of our national road systems on 
the migration of wildlife.  Following the 
movie, Patty Cramer of Utah State 

University and the DWR provided a short 
lecture on wildlife crossings and habitat 
and led a discussion session with the 
many attendees of the “free to the public” 
movie.  The Wildlife Protection Society 
had purchased the movie and rights to 
show it at a highly discounted price from 
the creator and director of the movie. 

The other events of Wildlife Week were 
educational sessions conducted at the 
Snyderville Basin’s Trailside Park facility 
(the Snyderville Basin Recreation 
Department donated the facilities and 
supported the activities).  The educational 
and experiential events included 
photography of wildlife in day and night 
conditions, cooking with wild plants, 
hiking in the wildlife habitat, and 
bicycling in the wildlife habitat.  
Attendance was dampened by some fairly 
stormy and rainy weather.   The final 
event was a barbecue and discussion 
session for the volunteers and some of the 
major donors to the Wildlife Protection 
Society.  We thanked the volunteers who 
worked very hard on Wildlife Week and 
got their feedback on how to be more 
successful in our educational mission.  
(Jackie and Tim Fehr donated, prepared 
and served the food and beverages for the 
event.) 
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Keith Lilley visits with Bill and Chris Dwyer at the 
reception held at Images of Nature Gallery.  

Scott Root, of the DWR 
offers information about 
Cougar encounters. 

Martha Gorton instructs volunteers 
(above) while Tim Fehr (shown be-
low) stacks the barbed wire that was 
removed from Round Valley. 

Pastor Steve Leiser (shown below) 
officiated at the Blessing of the Ani-
mals on Oct. 4.  28 animals (and their 
owners) participated in the event.  




